CHAPTER IV

HEALING BY FAITH

Two things play an important part in the family life of
Persia. The first of these, the yearly almanac or taghvlni is
studied with a pathetic trust by all. In a day that has
been marked unlucky they see the frustration of their hopes
and prayers, however perseveringly they may strive, by
earnest effort, to elude the working of the fateful stars and
to bring about the consummation of their wishes. " The
most blessed hour for prayer," I was told by one of them,
"is when the planet Jupiter is in conjunction with the
culminating point of the firmament" And when I began
to argue with him, he said in astonishment: " Have you no
faith in estakhhareh either ? " I replied: " If you can prove
to me by any passage in the Kuran that God will lend
his advice to the Muslim who shall consult Him through
the beads of a rosary, I will believe in the taghvim^
the estakhhareh) or any fall or omen you care to men-
tion. But, first, let rne be sure that I understand
the method of making an estakhhareh. Having read a
verse of the Holy Scriptures, you place the finger on
a bead, then, counting the beads from that point to the
nearer end of the thread, you believe that God will grant
you your heart's desire provided the number be odd, but
that He will refuse your request if it be even. Am I
right?" "Certainly," he replied; "for if my prayer be
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